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Transportation Security Administration, DHS § 1544.405 

§ 1544.305 Security Directives and In-
formation Circulars. 

(a) TSA may issue an Information 
Circular to notify aircraft operators of 
security concerns. When TSA deter-
mines that additional security meas-
ures are necessary to respond to a 
threat assessment or to a specific 
threat against civil aviation, TSA 
issues a Security Directive setting 
forth mandatory measures. 

(b) Each aircraft operator required to 
have an approved aircraft operator se-
curity program must comply with each 
Security Directive issued to the air-
craft operator by TSA, within the time 
prescribed in the Security Directive for 
compliance. 

(c) Each aircraft operator that re-
ceives a Security Directive must— 

(1) Within the time prescribed in the 
Security Directive, verbally acknowl-
edge receipt of the Security Directive 
to TSA. 

(2) Within the time prescribed in the 
Security Directive, specify the method 
by which the measures in the Security 
Directive have been implemented (or 
will be implemented, if the Security 
Directive is not yet effective). 

(d) In the event that the aircraft op-
erator is unable to implement the 
measures in the Security Directive, the 
aircraft operator must submit proposed 
alternative measures and the basis for 
submitting the alternative measures to 
TSA for approval. The aircraft oper-
ator must submit the proposed alter-
native measures within the time pre-
scribed in the Security Directive. The 
aircraft operator must implement any 
alternative measures approved by TSA. 

(e) Each aircraft operator that re-
ceives a Security Directive may com-
ment on the Security Directive by sub-
mitting data, views, or arguments in 
writing to TSA. TSA may amend the 
Security Directive based on comments 
received. Submission of a comment 
does not delay the effective date of the 
Security Directive. 

(f) Each aircraft operator that re-
ceives a Security Directive or Informa-
tion Circular and each person who re-
ceives information from a Security Di-
rective or Information Circular must: 

(1) Restrict the availability of the Se-
curity Directive or Information Cir-
cular, and information contained in ei-

ther document, to those persons with 
an operational need-to-know. 

(2) Refuse to release the Security Di-
rective or Information Circular, and in-
formation contained in either docu-
ment, to persons other than those with 
an operational need-to-know without 
the prior written consent of TSA. 

Subpart E—Screener Qualifica-
tions When the Aircraft Oper-
ator Performs Screening 

§ 1544.401 Applicability of this sub-
part. 

This subpart applies when the air-
craft operator is conducting inspec-
tions as provided in § 1544.207. 

[74 FR 47704, Sept. 16, 2009] 

§ 1544.403 [Reserved] 

§ 1544.405 Qualifications of screening 
personnel. 

(a) No individual subject to this sub-
part may perform a screening function 
unless that individual has the quali-
fications described in §§ 1544.405 
through 1544.411. No aircraft operator 
may use such an individual to perform 
a screening function unless that person 
complies with the requirements of 
§§ 1544.405 through 1544.411. 

(b) A screener must have a satisfac-
tory or better score on a screener selec-
tion test administered by TSA. 

(c) A screener must be a citizen of 
the United States. 

(d) A screener must have a high 
school diploma, a General Equivalency 
Diploma, or a combination of edu-
cation and experience that the TSA has 
determined to be sufficient for the in-
dividual to perform the duties of the 
position. 

(e) A screener must have basic apti-
tudes and physical abilities including 
color perception, visual and aural acu-
ity, physical coordination, and motor 
skills to the following standards: 

(1) Screeners operating screening 
equipment must be able to distinguish 
on the screening equipment monitor 
the appropriate imaging standard spec-
ified in the aircraft operator’s security 
program. 

(2) Screeners operating any screening 
equipment must be able to distinguish 
each color displayed on every type of 
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